Dr. Williams :: HPAC 201 :: 864-503-5285 :: Skype ProfGeorgeWilliams

Do States Need Schools for the Deaf?
•
•

New York Times “Room for Debate” (31 July 2011)
Original URL: https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2011/07/31/do-statesneed-schools-for-the-deaf

Recent protests in Indiana showed today's budget shortfalls fueling an old debate among
deaf people and parents of deaf children: Should students be encouraged to sign, at a
separate school for deaf and hard-of-hearing children, or should they attend "mainstream"
schools and use the so-called listening and spoken language approach? The question
becomes urgent as states, under pressure to cut spending, set their sights on expensive
state schools for the deaf.
Do states have a moral or legal obligation to provide separate schooling for deaf and hardof-hearing children who could be "mainstreamed"?

What the Law Requires

Perry A. Zirkel, Professor Of Education and Law
Under the law regarding separate state schools, deaf children are no different from any
other disability.

Give Parents a Choice

Lance T. Izumi, Senior Director of Education Studies at Pacific Research Institute
If all states gave parents vouchers or tax credits, the decision of public schools to
eliminate separate programs for deaf students would be balanced out.

A Complicated History

Sandra Jowers-Barber, Assistant Professor of History and the Director of the History
Program in the Department of Urban Affairs, Social Sciences and Social Work at the
University of the District of Columbia.
There is more involved than the state’s moral or legal obligation.

The Price Tag for Separate Schools

Lisa Snell, Director of Education at the Reason Foundation
With a per-pupil cost of more than $87,000 a year, California's schools for the deaf come
at the expense of other students statewide.

A Losing Battle, or an Opportunity

Josh Swiller, Author, "The Unheard: A Memoir Of Deafness And Africa"
Both sides work from a mistaken assumption: if I get the environment right, my deaf
child won’t struggle.
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What the Law Says About Educating the Disabled - NYTimes.com

Under the law regarding separate state schools, deaf children are no different from any other disability.
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Join Opinion on Facebook and follow updates on twitter.com/roomfordebate.
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Give Parents of Deaf Children a Choice in Education - NYTimes.com

If all states gave parents vouchers or tax credits, the decision of public schools to eliminate separate
programs for deaf students would be balanced out.
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The Complicated History of Deaf Education - NYTimes.com

In 1880, delegates at the Milan Conference of Deaf Educators declared oralism the sole method of
instruction at deaf institutions.
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The Price Tag for Schools for the Deaf - NYTimes.com

With a per-pupil cost of more than $87,000 a year, California's schools for the deaf come at the
expense of other students statewide.
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For the Deaf Community, a Chance to Grow - NYTimes.com

Both sides work from a mistaken assumption: if I get the environment right, my deaf child won’t
struggle.
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